We wish to highlight a novel cost-saving measure that we have introduced in our institution while performing ultrasound-guided musculoskeletal injections (MSKI). MSKI are relatively safe procedures, with a low risk of serious complication. Like other ultrasound-guided procedures, MSKI require aseptic technique and appropriate preparation of the ultrasound probe to prevent contamination of the injection site. Contamination of the injection site by both ultrasound probes and ultrasound gel has been reported [1, 2] .
Dear Editor,
We wish to highlight a novel cost-saving measure that we have introduced in our institution while performing ultrasound-guided musculoskeletal injections (MSKI). MSKI are relatively safe procedures, with a low risk of serious complication. Like other ultrasound-guided procedures, MSKI require aseptic technique and appropriate preparation of the ultrasound probe to prevent contamination of the injection site. Contamination of the injection site by both ultrasound probes and ultrasound gel has been reported [1, 2] .
Different techniques have been reported to provide a sterile ultrasound probe surface, including commercially available ultrasound probe covers, sterile gloves and transparent dressings [3] [4] [5] . A number of probe covers are commercially available (e.g. ultrasound probe cover, Fannin UK LTD, Swandicote, DE12 7DT UK, probe cover, 365 Healthcare, Worcestershire WR9 9AX and ultrasound probe cover, Vygon UK LTD, Swindon, SN25 4DL). The use of sterile gloves has also been described using various techniques, including the use of either the whole glove or a single finger portion of the glove [4] . The former technique involves multiple manoeuvres to fasten the fingers of the glove and invariably leads to the accumulation of air pockets. The latter technique provides "probe only" protection, leaving the cord unsterile and a potential source for contamination. Similarly, the use of transparent sterile adhesive dressings provides "probe only" protection and has been described with the use of surgical gowns to extend the sterile field [5] .
At our institution, the dressing packs used for MSKI contain a sterile disposal bag which we use as a modified probe cover. The content of the packs is shown in Fig. 1a (Synergy Health, Lancashire, PR7 7NB, UK). The dressing pack is CE marked and costs €0.61 per pack (GBP£0.54). Nonsterile ultrasound gel is placed directly on the probe surface and the bag is then unfolded over the probe by the operator wearing sterile gloves. The bag is then loosely twisted around the lead which extends the sterile field to include the cord (Fig. 1b, c) . The use of additional sterile coupling gel on the surface of the covered probe is dependent on operator preference. The use of the disposal bag, which is otherwise disposed of, eliminates an additional cost of either a separate commercially available probe cover, additional set of gloves or transparent dressing.
We perform approximately 2200 ultrasound-guided MSKI annually. To provide a price comparison, the ultrasound probe cover costs €1.73 (GBP£1.54, Fannin UK LTD) in our institution, whilst sterile gloves cost €0.78 per pair (GBP£0.69). The use of a commercially available probe cover adds approximately €3818 (GBP£3388) annually to the cost of MSKI in our institution. Although not in common use in our institution, the use of sterile gloves as a modified probe cover would potentially add approximately €1715 (GBP£1518) to the cost of MSKI.
Given the ongoing financial constraints within our health system, it is prudent to remain conscious of procedural costs and consider innovative cost-saving ideas when treating patients where possible. 
